
Chairwoman Cathy Bevins 

Baltimore County Councilmembers 

400 Washington Avenue 

Towson, MD 21204  

September 26, 2015 

RE: Fire Code Setback Regulations in Baltimore County 

Chairwoman Bevins,  

As a coalition of leading solar companies operating in Baltimore County, we are writing to 

express our support and offer our assistance in drafting County legislation regarding fire setback 

regulations. The solar industry is committed to making clean energy available to homeowners, 

businesses, schools, non-profits and government organizations, providing customers an 

alternative from their utility’s fossil fuel based energy. 

The solar industry has experienced rapid growth in Maryland, resulting in more than 1.74 billion 

dollars of economic impact and over 3,000 state jobs. As this growth continues, the safety of our 

customers, employees, fire fighters, and community is vital. Solar industry professionals have 

worked together with National Code officials to develop standards and best practices for the safe 

installation and maintenance of rooftop solar systems.  

In Maryland, the interpretation and enforcement of electrical and fire safety standards typically 

occur at the County level. To date, the solar industry has had much success in working with 

County officials throughout the State to ensure rooftop systems meet industry standards, with the 

sole exception of Baltimore County.  

In April 2014, additional fire setback regulations were added to the standards in Baltimore 

County, prohibiting the installation of rooftop solar for many home owners. As the Council 

reviews draft legislation, we request that language permit: 

 Electrical conduit to cross the 3 foot setback,  

 Drain waste vents within the 3 foot setback, and 

 Windows or doors under the 3 foot setback.  

Additionally, it’s suggested that Baltimore County match neighboring Counties by reviewing and 

approving project plans before a permit is issued. The lack of plan review prior to permit 

remittance in Baltimore County has resulted in many homeowners having their projects 

cancelled out of fear that the systems would not be approved by the electrical inspections 

department after the install has taken place. 

This language will create alignment with neighboring jurisdictions and result in the re-entrance 

of solar companies, development, and jobs in Baltimore County.  

As stated above, we are committed to maintaining the highest standards of safety and quality - 

the care of our customers, employees, firemen, and community is priority. We look forward to 

working with the Council to address these concerns and we welcome the opportunity to discuss 

this matter further. 
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